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ON THE COLD FRONT— 
HEAVY GAS EXCHANGES 


No. 669 


Bellicose speech 
gives Gromyko 
ammunition 


HE signing of the Atlantic Pact 
has undoubtedly intensified the 
war of verbiage on the Field of Inter- 


national Unity and brought the cold | 


campaign several 
freezing point. 

At the Linited Nations Assembly in New 
York last week, Mr. Gromyko made one of 
his most violent attacks on the Western 
Nations with a heavy broadside of 6,000 
words. 

He said whatever doubts many people 
might have had about the intentions of U.S. 
and GB to séart a new war, “no such 
doubts could exist now.” 


“We've got the bases!” 


Meanwhile, on the same day, at Washing- 
ton, Mr. Clarence Cannon, chairman of the 
House of Representatives Appropriations 
Committee, was doing all he possibly could 
ito justify Mr. Gromyko’s accusations by 
one of most bellicose speeches yet made on 
either side. 

“If war starts.” he said, “ we must hit 
Moscow and every other Russian city 
within a week. The Atlantic Pact gives 
us the bases. All we need now is the 
planes to deliver the bomb.” 


The worst since Fulton? 


The provocative effects of this speech 
{writes our Cold War Correspondent) are 
quite beyond estimate, 

It is stated that no utterance by any 
highly-placed Western potitician could have 
been so carefully calculate? to confirm the 
worst fears of Russia since Mr. Churchill’s 
Fulton speech. \ 

Neither couldit have been.more perfectly 
timed to justify to the letter Mr. Gromyko’s 
statement in New York the same day: “The 
United States and Britain are building a 
network of military bases around Russia.” 


Vodka rumour denied. 


The rumour that Mr. Gromyko has sent 
Mr. Cannon a case of vodka in return for 
his kindness in handing Moscow such 
strong confirmation of their accusations on 
a plate, has been denied. 

No denial, however, has yet been pub- 
lished of the simultaneous report that the 
House of Renresentatives will postpone 
military problems until it has defended is- 
self against further bricks dropped by some 
of its Chairmen of Committees. 


AFTER GANDHI— 
MILITARY DRILL 


‘ CHEMES instituting voluntary 
classes for “simple military training ” 

for civilians in 18 Indian cities, including 

Delhi and Calcutta, are being planned. 

It is believed this experiment is part of 
Pandit Nehru’s plans to mitigate the fur- 
ther spread of mob disorder. 7 k 

Sponsors of the scheme assert: “ Bodies 
of men made to march about, turn ‘eft or 
right, salute and halt on words of com- 
mand, will naturally produce habits of 
strictly obeying orders.” 

Doubts have been raised (says Norman 
Cliff, News Chronicle New Delhi Corres- 
pondent) as to whether military training is 
the complete answer to this problem. 

ven more naive, he says is the state- 
ment by the authorities that—“A free 
course of military drill, besides helping men 
to walk straight and talk straight, will in- 
cidentally help them also to think straight.” 
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NEW TWwistT 


Film riot: not race preju 


HEN riots broke out in Berlin 

over the showing of the British 
film “ Oliver Twist,” it was generally 
supposed that the protests were 
limited to Polish Jews. 


Controversy raged throughout the world 
between those who fel that in the present 
state of bitter feelings Jews should not be 
presented unfayourably, and those who held 
that the treatment of an individual charac- 
ter should not interfere with the true pre- 
Sentation of literary classics. 


More recently, however, it has become 
known in Berlin that the trouble began 
when an official of the American Military 


ACE NEWS 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 


WHAT ARE THESE 
ARMS: FOR 2 


Pacifist 


GUNS BEFORE 
BUTTER — Goering 


factory.” 
That, in effect, was one of 


the Budget Proposals. 


It was a pity, he said, that in his 
Budget speech the Chancellor did not 
see fit to give some indication of 
what were likely to be the economic 
consequences of the Pact and our 
foreign policy in general. 

He accised the Chancellor of refusing to 
“face up to the economic implications of 
this huge burden of £760 million of non- 
productive expenditure with which we shall 
be saddled for every year that goes on.” 
Enquiries are not encouraged 

The Chancellor even intimated that, so 
far from expecting any reduction in the 
millions spent on the Forces, we must, as a 
result of our Western Europe defence 
| policy, expect an increase. 


When he had put a question as to what 
were the likely financial costs of the new 
policy represented by the Pact, he was told 
(it was premature to say anything at the 
present time. 


“Tf,” said Mr. Hughes, “it is premature 
to assess the financial result of a policy, 
then it is premature to sign it and be com- 
mited to it.” 

And he added that he did not believe the 
Chancellor had taken into consideration the 
fact that this country was likely to become 
a huge armament factory for the purpose 
of the new foreign policy outlined by the 
Pact. 


Food subsidies in danger 


Observing that there was no justification 
for reducing food subsidies at the present 
time, he was interrupted by Mr. Glenvil 
Hall, Financial Secretary to the Treasury, 
reminding him that the Chancellor did not 
propose to reduce the subsidies, but only to 
put a limit to their value. 

Here, however, Mr. Scollan also inter- 
vened: “But did not the Chancellor also say 
that whereas in the past the policy was to 
pay the deficit on bulk buying (in cther 
words, the subsidy) in future no further 
payment would be made, and did not that 
mean in effect a reduction in the subsidy?” 

Mr. Hughes: “I understand that was the 
logic of it. Was it not the argument of 
the Chancellor that the price of cheese will 
incdease by 4d. a pound—” 

Mr. Wills: “And butter and margarine.” 

Mr. Hughes: “ Yes, and butter and mar- 
garine. The effect of this policy will be to 
increase the cost of living to the lower sec- 
tion of the workers. 


Imitating Pre-war Germany 


“Tt will result in a situation similar to 
that of pre-war Germany. We laughed 
when Goering said, ‘Guns before butter.’ 
Now, nearly five years after the war, we 
have a Chancellor of the Exchequer talking 
about guns before cheese.” 

That, he said, was the implication of the 
Chancellor’s attitude and the _ inevitable 


ON OLIVER! 
dice—private enterprise 


Government, acting on his own, tele- 

phoned several German leaders, including 

editors, and pronounced the film anti- 

Semitic. 

At first this was assumed to be a de- 
tached official judgment. But, says World- 
over Press, there were other motives. 


, Evidence has now accumulated that the 
initiative was taken on behalf of competi- 
tive U.S. film interests, with a view to in- 
juring British rivals. 


British officials, adds this authority, have 
all the facts, but tactfully suppressed pubi- 
cation lest it should damage _ British- 
American co-operation in the opinion of the 
German public. 


MP challenges Chancellor 


GUNS BEFORE 
CHEESE—Cripps 


“ A Sa result of the foreign policy outlined by the Atlantic 
Pact, this country is likely to become a huge armament 


the main charges against the 


Government’s foreign and financial policy made by the pacifist 
MP for South Ayrshire, Emrys Hughes, during the Debate on 


logic of the policy of subordinating social 
to military expenditure. 

Mr. Hughes then turned to the other 
equally serious aspect of the situation—the 
Government’s acquiescence in the priority 
of the Forces’ demands over all others. 

“The most powerfully entrenched 
vested interests in the country today are 
the defence Forces,” he said. 

While there were to be no more supple- 
mentary Estimates for social services, there 
was apparntly to be no limit to them for the 
Forces. 

Hon. and gallant Members on both sides 
of the Committee demanded changes in the 
structure of the Army which would inevi- 
tably mean increased expenditure next year. 


The Question Ironical 


“Suppose Field-Marshal Montgomery 
says: ‘I want more men: I want increased 
expenditure.’ Will the Chancellor put his 
down and say ‘We can’t afford that, be- 
cause it will result in inflation.’ ?” 

It was the same with the Navy. The ex- 
perts were suggesting that the whole of the 
Navy would have to be remodelled in the 
light of modern technical requirements. So 
with the Air Force. They had demands for 
a stronger bombing force. When he asked 
the Minister of Supply what was the cost 
of the latest type of long-distance bomber, 
he had no reply. These questions were 
never answered. 
expected to regard them as important. 


Iron Curtain (British) 


He defied the Chancellor or any of his 
Ministers to say they knew exactly what 
these millions were for. There was an iron 
curtain of secrecy round it all. 

“T consider that we are going, if not 
into a war economy, then into a pre-war 
economy,” he said. 

“We shall have the power of the coun- 
try diverted from productive work into 
munitions and the armed forces. Inevitably 
that will mean a reduction in the standard 
of life and to the position which faced 
Hitler Germany. 

“TY do not think the Chancellor can solve 
that dilemma,” he concluded. “ That is why 
this is a disappointing Budget.” 


ia “they are slaves who dare not 
be in the right with two or 
three,” then the title of Honorary 
Freeman which the City of Birming- 
ham conferred on Harrison Barrow, 
last week is peculiarly appropriate. 

Ald. Harrison Barrow, 81-year-old father 
of the City Council, did more than merely 
resist the temptation which always besets 
the idealist in public life, to water down 
his convictions: with a courageous dis- 
regard even for his constituents’ dis- 
pleasure, he consistently Meld and prac- 
tised his pacifist faith. 

He had been a councillor only four years 
when, in 1902, he lost his seat because of 
his public support of I.loyd George at the 
stormy Town Hall anti-Boer War meeting 
that nearly cost the famous Liberal states- 
man his life. By 1914, he was Lord Mayor- 
elect, but, feeling that the office of Chief 
Citizen in wartime would conflict with his 
faith as a member of the Society of 
Friends, he later refused to accent it. 

Nor did he shrink, even on the public 
occasion of receiving the freedom from the 
Lord Mayor, from including in his speech 
of thanks a simple, but straightforward, 
statement about his six months’ imprison- 
ment in 1918 (which led to his longest 
period off the city council—four years—in 
the last half-century). 

“Shortly before the close of the first 


THREEPENCE 


PPU greets Paris 


Peace Congress 


TORY AND RED “TRUST” 
PACIFIST DELEGATE 


HE Executive Committee of the 

Peace Pledge Union regrets that 
the World Congress for Peace to be 
held in Paris from April 20 to 25 
coincides with the Annual General 
Meeting of the PPU making it im- 
possible for them to be represented 
at the Congress. They have, however, 
conveyed the following message: 


“The Peace Pledge Union, which is the 
British section of the War Resisters’ In- 
ternational sends greetings to the World 
Congress for Peace assembled in Paris 
and expresses the urgent hope that by its 
deliberations and actions it may set for- 
word the peace of the world by increas- 
ing the understanding and co-operation 
between national governments and the 
peoples whom they represent. 


The PPU has consistently claimed that 
no war can ever settle disputes or pro- 
duce constructive results, and still seeks 
to persuade all who believ this to renounce 

‘war both as individuals and as an instru- 
ment of national policy, and to accept the 
full pacifist way—which is the only alter- 


native to war: negotiation instead of 
fighting, disarmament instead of re- 
armament, non-violent resistence to 


tyranny and aggression instead of violence, 


It is our hope that the Paris Congress 
will show by action as well as words the 
determination of all those represented at 
it not only to renounce war but to be 
ready to make those sacrifices which con- 
structive peace-making demands.” 


All-Party support 


MYERS. ANN FRY, of the Stoke Newing- 
ton PPU Group, was unanimously 
adopted, last Wednesday, as the Hackney 
and Stoke Newington Peace Conference 
delegate to the Paris Peace Congress. 


When the re-called meeting of the 
| Hackney Conference met last week, Hugh 


Apparently no one was | Brock, chairman of the Stoke Newington 


Group, moved that a delegate be sent to 
Paris and expressed ‘the hope that the 
person nominated would be capable of ad® 
dressing a large public meeting, which he 
suggested should be held in the locality to 
hear a report of the Paris Conference and 
stimulate peace activity. 


He put forward Mrs. Fry's name, he 
said, because he knew of her ability as a 
public speaker, but since she was a member 
of his own particular organisation he did 
not wish to press her adoption, merely to 
acquaint those present with her ability. 

The motion was supported by members 
of the Conservative Party and the Com- 
munist Party who were present. 

One of the latter stated that while he 
did not agree with pacifism he knew that 
a Peace Pledge Union member could be 
relied upon to bring back an honest and 
non-partisan report of the proceedings. 


' CITY HONOURS LEADING PACIFIST 


world war,” he said, “it was thought 
right, by the Society of Friends, to publish 
a pamphlet (A Challenge to Militarism) 


which should have been submitted to the 
Censor. 


“Because that was not done, the offi- 
cers of the committee (which included 
myself) were prosecuted and commited 
to prison.” There was applause from the 
city fathers and_ distinguished guests 
when he added: “ From that time no pro- 
ceedings in similar circumstances have 
been taken.” 

Harrison Barrow did not seek to gloss 
over the incident by reminding the audience 
that he had, during the preceding four 
years, not only done relief work in France 
but helped soldiers’ dependents in England. 
It was, in fact, for the latter service that 
he was awarded the OBE on the very day 
of his imprisonment. 

Harrison Barrow’s uncompromising paci- 
fism was the only thing that had prevented 
26 councillors joining the two-thirds 
majority needed to carry the city council’s 
motion that is engrossed on vellum in the 
silver casket- now adorning his home as 
the only “ privilege” the honour confers. 
It was not, of course, for his pacifism that 
the honour was given. But it is interest- 
ing to note that the last three to be so 
honoured were made freemen specifically 
because of their war services, even though 
two of them were civilians (including the 
present Prime Minister). 


HUMPHREY MOORE, 
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We are peace makers 


E publish on another page a 

letter from a well-known paci- 
fist which raises a challenge we can- 
not ignore. 

It is a calamity that such appeals 
should have to be made even were 
they only partially justified. There 
is, however, considerable justification 
for them. 

Amid the current gaggle of infantile 
bickering and backchat, the pacifist move- 
ment has spoken with too uncertain a voice. 
We have allowed ourselves to be identified 
with that feeble pessimism which questions 
the possibility of contact or co-operation 


between Democracy and Communism, 
Britain and Russia. 
From this moment, British pacifism 


should repudiate this attitude of faithless 
defeatism, and as far as this journal is 
concerned jt has already done so. 


* 


Before the war, in far less promis- 
ing circumstances, the pacifist move- 
ment boldly asserted its faith in the 
possibility of international under- 
standing and pronounced unmistak- 
ably its goodwill towards the German 
people while all aroina were pro- 
claiming inevitable enmity. 

That purpose should be infinitely easier 
now; for the “enemy” is the Russian 
people—that race with a genius for frater- 
nity, whose government has in one gfenera- 
tion done more to destroy the barriers of 
race, language and creed than any other 
government has done in centuries. 

It is not our job to harp upon the sins 
of the Soviet, nor gloomily discuss the 
ethical implications of dialectical 
materialism. It is, however, very definitely 
our job to discover wherein the holders of 
that creed and ours can reach common 
grounds of belief and intention. 


* 


The analogy between Nazism and 
Communism is false. For Com- 
munism has its origins, its impulse 
and its inspiration in the revolt 


against social inequality and injustice 


and a humane concern for the under- 
dog. 

* We have the right, theoretically, to say it 
has chosen the wrong means to its ends. 
‘But the use of bad means to good ends is 
not the error of a nation but of all man- 
kind, including the Christian Church. 

Communism, in order to free the ex- 
ploited worker, suppresses free speech and 
sends its political opponents to concentra- 
tion camps. Democracy, in order to defend 
its ‘institutions, spends ever-increasing 
sums on the means of dismembering and 
burning alive women and children. 

Who is to judge between the two? 

When Britain has diverted her arms ex- 
penditure to social services she may blame 
the Russians for suspicion. 

America may complain that Russia will 
not “grasp the right hand of friendship ” 
when she has dropped the foulest weapon 
ever invented from her other hand. 


x ; 

It is surely an essential article of 
the pacifist creed that the rules of 
conduct which govern relations be- 
tween individuals can, and ultimately 
must, govern those between nations. 

There must be many Christian pacifists 
who number among their most intimate 
friends athiests, Communists and others 
"with whom they differ on certain primary 
principles, yet with whom they live on 
terms of trust and affection and co-operate 
“in projects for the common welfare. 

Co-operation between Quakers 
pacifist journal. ° 

What fundamental principles have such 
_ friends and comrades renounced by their 
' obstinate and _ ideologically — inconsistent 
unity? 

“Such relationships are possible because 
‘each has discovered in the other the com- 
mon human bonds and interests which lie 
deeper than theories' and far deeper than 
political systems. 

/ It is our part to insist that such should 
' and can be the relations between nations, 


_ and our own pledge to renounce wa. is but 


"one means by which we assert our faith 
that such relations are possible. 

We are not merely war resisters; \e are 
peacemakers. It we are to earn our right 
to that title we dare not give less than our 


' whole efforts to the task of discovering 
“ how peace can be made. 


: and | 
-athiests has even been known to produce a 


EXTRACT OF PARLIAMENT. 1 


ITH Parliament in 

recess, this is a 
moment to recall recent debates, 
working back from what Mr. Konni 
Zilliacus (Gateshead, Lab.) called 
“The Cold War Budget.” 


“ Zilly’s ” Labour ticket is due to expire 
with this Parliament, unless the Party Ex- 
ecutive relents (meanwhile Gateshead has 
coolly recommended him for the Execu- 
tive!), but he showed no sign of mending 
his ways as the eternal rebel against official 
Labour’s foreign policy. 

“The Budget,” he said, “is socially Con- 
servative because the greater the arms buf- 
den the less there is available for the social 
services. Armaments come first.” 

Apart from that, he argued, Labour could 
not have national unity in the field of 
foreign affairs and defence, and at the same 
time quarrel too violently with the Opposi- 
tion on social and domestic questions. 


Advantage to pigs 


HE most grave conse- 

quence of all was the 
loss of hope and incentive to the 
people. 

Pigs were fattened for slaughter, but 
human beings, «apparently, had to be 
thinned down under austeryjty to condition 
them for losing their lives, 

He drew attention to the “ mutterings of 
revolt” voiced in the debate by Capt. Mark 
Hewitson (C, Hult, Lab.), an aMfeer of one 
of the biggest trade unians (Municipal and 
General Workers), who had warned the 
House to expect “ industrial disputes in this 
country auch as there had not been since 
the end of the first world war.” 

This warning was interpreted by Zillia- 
cus as revealing “the anger of the workers 
at being asked to sacrifice their standards 
of living in order to pay for getting them- 
selves landed in the third world war.” 


The cause of the trouble 


it ‘was not only the 
marked rebels, such as 
Emrys Hughes, James Hudson and 
others, who were alarmed by the 
Arms bill. Mrs. Barbara Castle 
(Blackburn, Lab.), for instance, im- 


sé 


Distinctions: real and false 
Q)NE's nation and government can easily 
be taken too seriously. 

To show that the nation is not the most 
important thing in life, here are a few 
differences which are obviously more im- 
portant than a person’s difference of 
nationality. You can no doubt add to the 
list. The following distinctions are more 
basic than one’s citizenship: 

The difference between men and women. 

The difference between being a child and 
being an adult. 

The difference between being healthy 
and being hopelessly bedridden, insane, 
or totally blind. 

The difference between 
and being single. 

The difference between being a converted 
Christian and being an avowed atheist. 

Communists have supvosed that the 
difference in the status of worker and 
master is more important than difference 
in nationality; it can go on the list if you 
think so. 

Isn’t it really these other more important 
distinctions which, operating silently in 
the background, and out of the diplomats’ 
control, make it, so difficult for nations to 
get together in the universal promotion, of 


goods and truths? 
BILL RAWLINSON 
80 Montague Street, 
Brooklyn 2, New York, USA. 


in support of Greek COs 


IN the light of the recent executions of 
£ two Greek conscientious objectors, John 
Tsoukaris and George Orphanidis, and of 
Mr. Bevin’s recent statement of friendship 
and active help for Greece, I have written 
to the Inland Revenue Office refusing to 
pay further income tax until either the 
Greek Government repudiates its present 
policy of executing conscientious objectors 
or the British Government abandons _ its 
friendship for the present Greek Govern- 


ment. ’ 
M. J. CLAY 


being married 


Barrog House, 
Penybontfawr, nr. Oswestry. 


Taxes under protest 


AMWILL you allow me to use your corres- 
: pondence columns to express my sym- 
pathy with those who are making a firm 
stand over taxation. Personally, I have 
found that the careful thought I have given 
to the matter has been rather frustrating 
and of little help. 
_ Certainly as far as the British taxpayer 
is concerned, he has now become a.taxpay- 
ing animal virtually unable to help himself, 
for apart from the fact that the Inland 
Revenue Authorities help themselves to that 
part of his income to which they feel en- 
titled before he even sees it himself, he 
pays many other taxes against which he is 
equally helpless. As I see it, under present 


by 
JOHN ALVING 


plied no criticism of foreign policy 
when she said that the present figure, 
compared even with the £254 million 
of the rearmament year of 1938-9, 
showed “‘ what it is that has been the 
cause of the trouble.” 


An interesting maiden speech came from 
the new membey for N. St. Pancras, Lt.- 
Commander K. Robinson (Lab).. who 
thought defence was the only field for sub- 
stantial cuts in expenditure. 

* America, he said, was spending on de- 
fence £3,300 million, or 80 per cent. of our 
total Budget. This was setting a pace 


which we could only maintain in this coun-- 


try at the cost of cutting the people's 
standard of living. 

Little responsible criticism came from the 
Conservatives. Mr. Glenvil Hall, Finan- 
eial Secretary to the Treasury, remarked 
that he had never heard so mild a speech 
from the Opposition front bench as thai of 
Capt. Crookshank (Gainsborough, Con.) 

Apart from such stunts as Mr. Oliver 
Stanley’s broadcast, denounced by the 
Chancellor in his reply to the debate, it 
became clear that Labour-Tory harmony 
now embraces Cripps as well as Bevin. 


One reason for 


national pride 
EALTHIER and more 


refreshing was the 
harmony which extended to. all 
groups a few weeks back, when 


Safety at Sea was the subject, and 
the House gave a second reading to 
a Bill to implement new regulations 


signed—but not ratified—by 28 
nations. 
Here was a debate in which national 


and party spite was forgotten, and the only 
patriotic pride expressed was in Britain’s 
lead in enforcing this life-saving code. The 
only rivalry evident was in members’ 
efforts to cap each-others’ sea stories. 

Mr. Barnes, Transport Minister, com- 


conditions he must not only have an income 
below the tax level, be a non-smoker ani 
non-drinker, if he is to avoid paying taxes, 
but also he must be a_non-eater, non- 
householder, and a nudist, into the bargain. 
I need not enumerate the multitudinous 
other taxes with which we are burdened, 
most of which we pay without even being 
aware of it. 

It would, therefore, seem that the best 
the pacifist can do under present circum- 
stances—short of becoming a pauper—is 
to endeavour to come to some agreement 
with the authorities with regard to the 
taxes he pays. But most important of ail, 
Paes er rn 


LETTERS | 


he must protest, and ccntinue to protest, 
against the misuse of public money in a 
aarbarous cause, not so much because he 
has been obliged to subscribe to it but be- 
cause he beiieves arms and fighting forces 
to be evils in themselves and it is his duty 
to work and strive for their abolition at the 
earliest possible moment. 


J. MALCOLM NICHOLSON 


173 University Street, 
Belfast. 


James Barr’s pacifism 


"PHE sterling services rendered to the 
- Peace cause by the late Rev. vames 
Barr, MP, are surely worthy of some 
better tribute than J. P. Hogan’s review. 

He stood four-square for a true mani- 
festation of Christ’s teaching in all phases 
ot national life during the years he spent 
in Westminster, and as a_ parson he 
laboured hard to make his lethargic fellow 
Christians realise that God’s Kingdom was 
meant to come into being on earth @s it is 
in Heaven. 

Surely that shows a pretty good grasp 
of “the affirmative implications of Paci- 
fism.” 

As for his attitude, in being against 
capital punishment, bloodsports, gambling, 
Sunday cinemas and “watery” beer, 
would suggest that it is a pity that all 
pacifists did not think | out the 
positive impiications of their faith concern- 
ing the evils resulting trom a host of the 
superficial pleasures and pastimes of the 
crowd. 

It is no mere chance that J. P. Hogan's 
“proud puritane,” James Barr, should find 
a kindred attitude in outstanding men of 
pence the world over. The great Mahatma 
Gandhi strongly tabooed not only alcholic 
beverages but also tobacco. The same 15 
true of Dr. Kagawa, of Japan. 

Spiritual discipline is necessary tO us as 
pacifists if we are to succeed in winning 


the world. ‘Se 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
19 Coombe Gardens, 
Ensbury Park, Bournemouth, 


a 
ats . 


mented that the Merchant Navy had a 
higher casualty rate than the Royal Navy, 
and was doing as much as any in the 
struggle for national recovery. 

The Hon. J. S. Maclay (Montrose, Nat.- 
Lib.) with memories of his ship-owning 
father, even brought the days of sail into 
the debate, and it was he who reminded the 
House of all those who had lost their lives 
not in the war, but as pioneers in shipping 


—the only men from whose tragic experi- | 


enee the new safety services were evolved. 


Is Britain an A-bomb 
base? - 


MORE ominous re- 
; ‘ minder came at ques- 
tion time the same day from Mile 
End’s Communist member, Mr. 
Philip Piratin, who asked why the 
U.S. 509 Long-Range Bomber Group 
was stationed in Britain. 

Mr. Henderson, Air Minister, admitted 
that the operational functions of this group 
during the war “might have been to drop 
atomic bombs on Japan,” but insisted that 
the American squadrons were here for 
training and goodwill purposes. 

It was Mr, Platts Mills, Finsbury’s ex- 
pelled ex-Labour representative, who pro- 
voked angry protests a week earlier by his 
questions implying that Britain was being 
prepared an an “atom base” and a 
“ satellite.” 


The war on | the 


landscape 

HE day after the ship- 

ping debate the House 
turned from the sea to the land. 
Discussions of the National Parks 
Bill drew from several members a 
protest against the spoiling of beauty 
spots by the War Office and the Air 


+ Se 


Ministry. 
The worst menace to the preservation of 
the British countryside, remarked Mrs- 


Barbara Castle, was the depredations of 
“greedy and litter-minded Government 
departments—and of Service departments 
in particular. 


io. eee 


A man big and strong 


Y AM rather surprised that the only 

mention Peace News makes of the 
passing of such a fine old man as the Rev. 
James Barr is the scathing and entirely 
erroneous impression of him given by J. P. 
Hogan in what is supposed to be a criticism 
of Mr. Barr's last book “ Lang Syne.” 

I have not read his book, but I have 
known Mr. Barr, and the impression he 
made on me was that of a man big and _ 
strong, physically, mentally and spiritually. 
His own standards were high, and a man 
of his character could not but spend his 
life trying to eradicate the evil he saw | 
around him. Three things I liked about 7 
him most of all were his kindliness,” 
simplicity and sincerity. 

His book “Lang Syne” was written 


when he was a very frail old man and for 
that reason alone deserves our respect and 


admiration. ' 
LUCY B. PALMER 


122 Wilton Street, 
Glasgow, N.W. 


Pact Ambiguity 


It is unfortunate that the “ PPU’s Pact 

Statement” contains an ambiguity 
which makes it uncertain whether the 
National Council wishes to oppose the 
Atlantic Treaty because it is an unpacifist 
measure, or to endorse the Communist 
claim that it embodies aggressive inten- 
tions. 


Ki 


The assertion that the Pact “must be} Lon 
regarded as an aggressive military al-j Hal, * 
liance” could mean either that this is, nea) pave" 
cording to the PPU (as also according to 
Moscow), the true interpretation of th 
treaty; or only that it will be misinterpreted} on 
in this way by Russia and will thus w- | Canno: 
crease the likelihood of war. This secgnd ff Pledge 
meaning expresses a valid and distinctively PY tc! 
pacifist argument; the first merely echoes! 
the Communist line, which pacifists may LON 
or may not accept. : Frientt 

I hope that the National Council in=]} Lengu. 
tended the second meaning; but I am afraid” Ae: 
that the ambiguity is 80 Hable to cause piviag 
miswnderstanding as to render the State-}) John 
ment unusable. Ineptitude of this kind in} Commi 
our official pronouncements will lead the 
public to regard the pacifist as another LON 
species of ‘fellow-traveller.’” In order] Strest, 
that we may be quite clear as to where the} Oy". M 
PPU stands, may we *ave an official in-| “""** 
terpretation of the Statement with re-| 
ference to this ambiguity. | row 

JOHN HICK jy'*: ! 
Atho] House, . 

Fulford Road, Scarborough. oglO® 
- vie 
(Feature letter: Peace and .the Sovie ores 
Union—page four.) , Morris 
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THE WEEK'S GOOD 
: 


Pleaded by 
OWLGLASS 


OOKING into Peace News office I 

noticed they’ve got a new Editor. 

I say “new,” though this one looks a bit 

pre-war. I don’t see why they had to 

get a secondhand one, now practically 

everything’s off points. Perhaps the 
latest models are only for export. 


If so, that explains why most of the in- 
teresting news about pacifists comes from 
America nowadays, what with Peace- 
makers talking Communists off their own 
platforms and refusing to pay income- 
tax and all that. 


It reminds me of the American Quaker who 
happened to be on a ship during the War 
of Independence when it was attacked by 
an English frigate, The Quaker, refusing 
to fight, stood aloof. But while meditat- 
ing upon this and that, he observed an 
English sailor quietly climbing over the 
gunwale near him, with a cutlass be- 
tween his teeth. 


Doubtless resenting this interruption of his 
thoughts, he placed his hand upon the 
climber’s chest, and gently remarking, 
“Friend, thee art not wanted here,” 
pushed him back into the sea. 


Ever since then American pacifists have 
been slightly more militant than the 
English product. From an editor’s stand- 
point this is useful, as it provides him 
with the one form of raw material which 
it seems hardest to produce within the 
sterling area—Copy. 


* 


HICH brings me to my purpose. I 
wish to make an appeal on behalf 
of this editor. 


This is not entirely philanthropy. Editors 
are in short supply, and you must take 
what you can get and show him what 
consideration you can. 


hey’re hard to keep. 


As soon as you 
think you’ve got one fixed he folds his 
tent, says Back in Five Minutes, and 
steals away. But I see they’ve chained 
this one to the desk, so we’re all right 
for a bit. I gather he’ll have his own 


First Steps in 
World-Citizenship 


If you would be a “man of the world" in 


the 


best sense of that phrase you must 
know the world language. ESPERANTO 
ia spoken and written by people al) over 
the world. Learn ESPERANTO now. You 


will find it invaluable for getting to know 
yeur fellow world-citizens abroad. 


A correspondence course, including 
text-book, dictionary and correction 
of exercises costs only 10s. 


Write for full particulars to 


BRITISH ESPERANTO ASSOCIATION 
35, 


INC, 
140 Holland Park Avenue. 
London, W.11 


Dept. PN 


CHOCOTATE 


As this is o frea service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices gent 


in. We nevertheless desire to make it aoa 
complete a service ns We reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organisers of eventa to: 


1. Send notices to arrive not 
later than Monday. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 
Place (hall, street); nature of 


PeU. 


Today (Friday) 
LONDON, w.c.2: 1.15 p.m. Kingsway 


Pledge Union; Members only; 


BIRMINGHAM: 3 p.m. and 5.15 pm., 
Bul Street FMH; “Our Witness in a 


Sunday, April 24 
* LONDON: Weigy ae Chutch, Oxford 
Strest, London, W.1, 3.15 p.m. Meeting of 


the Movement for a Pacifist Church of 
Christ. 


Monday, April 25 
, TOWER HILL: 1 ».m. Open Air Meet- 
ing; Brian ‘Anstey: Ppy, 


— 


. Sea front, small village. Innisfree, St.!ta October. Write: Bishop, ‘“ Fairfield” 
Tuesday, April 26 M ht Mary's Bay, Ashford, Kent. Dawlish, Devon. 
LONDON: 6 p.m. eee ont setae oe - 
et oer? al ee Foint ay Fourpence Se, NGA, SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 
BAMsCamic Scientists Association. aon he ake bg 3 Blackstock Ré., FIRST CLASS duplicating by experts. 
Hone GATE: 7.20 p.m. Friends Meeting Seca Pasta cotid eu Group SPEAKING & WRITING lessons, 5s. |Immediate attention to every arder. Mabel 
Morrison; Pru? to Wars Sybil . Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32-Primrose Hill |Byles, 2 Aberdeen Park, Highbury, 


CHOCOLATE 


Thursday, April 28 
LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields; Open Air Meeting; Sybil Morrison; 


LONDON, W.1: 6.30 p.m. Weigh House, 
Binney Street, 


Movement for a Pacifist Church of Christ. 


LONDON: 3 p.m. Dick Sh 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1; 


AGM; PPU. 


LONDON, W.C.2: 1.15 p.m. Kingsway 
“British Foreign 


Divided World; Herbert G. Wood and |Hall; 
John A, Kay .” Warwickshire’ MM Peace|Uigle M. 
Committee, ~' 


Essential Reading 
for Active Pacifisis 


THE PPU 
JOURNAL 


CAUSE 


chaplain and his wife may visit him on Albert Dav 


Sundays. 

When I looked in he said, “Shut the door 
there’s a draught. Who are you?” I 
said, ““Owlglass.” He said, “ Never heard 
of you. Can you write?” I said, “ What 
about?” 

He said, “ Doesn’t matter. Food, fashions, 
atom bomb,  existentialism—anything. 
I've just got here and I don’t know where 


anything or anybody is and the printers | 


say it’s Easter and they want the stuff 
a week too soon and I’ve got four pages 


to fill in two days and the only copy I | 


can find is an advert for Accommodation 
Wanted. Do me 750 words by 3 o’clock 
and shut the door there’s a draught.” 


* 


AM tolerant with editors. They inspire 
me with pity. I stand more from 
them than from any other kind of man. 
Theirs is a gloomy life of chronic dissatis- 
faction. They are like a kind of woman 
you see in shops—they never know what 
they want and never like what they get. 
They try to improve matters by writing 
themselves, but the telephone goes in the 
middle of every sentence. They take their 
work home to finish, and their wives say, 
“Can’t you leave the office at the office?” 
Thus an editor finds himself involved in two 
incompatible desires—to edit and to write, 
and struggles through life with a sense 
of permanent frustration, like a one- 
legged footballer. 
But the real, sad truth is that it isn’t the 


wife or the telephone that stops him writ- | 


ing. If he’d really been able to wrjte he'd 
never have become an editor. And sooner 
or later, when it’s too late for remedy, 
he faces the tragic truth: That those who 
ean, write; those who can’t, edit. 


* 


ND so, because it is our duty to help 
those who cannot help themselves, I 
ask your charity for this editor. 

I know I shall not ask in vain, for pacifists 
are the most argumentative and opinion- 
ated as well as the most intelligent sec- 
tion of the community. 

It has been estimated that over half of one 
per cent. of what the average adult paci- 
fist says in the course of a week is worth 
putting on paper and that if two-fifths of 
the membership of the PPU would write 
it down and send it to the editor before 
they forget it, it would fill a 32-page 
paper. 
there’s a dictionary in the office. 

This man needs your help. It is not for us 
to judge, nor enquire too closely as to 
how he sank to the situation in which 
we now find him. Many of these men 
are editors through no fault of their own, 
and— 


(Editor: That’s 750. Thanks. And now 
remove theeself. Thee art not wanted 
here.) 
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Kingsway Hall, W.C.2 
Programme of series fram National Peace 
Council, 144 Southampton Row, W.C.1. 


APPLEBY. WESTMORLAND—Bongate 
Ideal situation, garden 


HOLIDAYS at Bude, Cornwall. 
, Lovely coastal scenery. 
Enjoy restful and friendly atmosphere of 
Atlantic Guest House. 


Vegetarians and othérs wel- 
Proprietora Joan and 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
Vegetarian Guest House for happy holi- 
days or restful recuperation: 


Briars, Crich, Matlock. 
Ambergate 44). 


ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE. Vege- 
tarian and diet reform. Others welcomed. 


N.W.3. 


Pacifist Profiles 


MAN is as old as he does. When 
therefore we say that Drt 
id Belden was born in 
| 1883 and that he has just concluded 
his 40th year of service as a Con- 
gregational Minister, dates and 
periods mean little. 

For Dr. Belden, like those men in Wells’s 
| story who swallowed the speed-up drug, 
| seems to live at twice the rate of ordinary 


| people and to cram twice as much in. 
One of the 
most eminent 


N onconformist 
Ministers of our 
time, his acti- 
vities have 
covered an ex- 
t ra.ordinarily 
wide field, 
though his fame 
—for we can 
call it that—has 
been founded 
mainly upon his 
vigorous and 
constant cam- 


paign for the § 

application of 

Christian  prin- 

ciples to social 

and__ political Dr. A. D. BELDEN 
questions, with 

a strong emphasis on Socialism and 
Pacifism. 


Leaving school at 14, he was in business 
for five years before entering the Ministry, 
and in 1908 he was ordained at South Bar 
| Church, Banbury, the first church of Dr. 
| Parker. 


Married in 1909 to Miss Doris H. Rich- 
man, he has one son, Kenneth David, of the 
Oxford Group. 

In 1912 he became the first pastor of the 
fine new church at Crowstone, Westcliffe- 
on-Sea, probably the largest modern Con- 
gregational establishment. in the South cf 
England, where he served until 1927. 

In that year he came to Whitefield’s, with 
which historic Central London Mission his 
name is perhaps most popularly associated. 
Here for 12 years he not only maintained, 
but considerably enhanced, the great White- 
field tradition. 

Though his ministry here was charac- 
terised mainly by its strong leadership for 
‘Christian Socialism and Pacifism, he ex- 
tended its influence and teaching into socio- 
logical channels far: beyond its normal 
scope. He made it, for example, the first 
church in London to institute a clinic for 
psychological treatment under religious 
guidance, and in this connection the notice 
—‘ Don’t Give Way to Drink, Drugs, or 
Despair. Come and See Us,” will be re- 
membered by many habitues of the Totten- 
ham Court Road. 

In 19389, having served the longest 
superintendency Whitefield’s had had, he 
resigned. He had become convinced, after 
30 years of ministry, that the churches 
could achieve no real evangelistic success 
till war ang poverty had been abolished, 
and so he left in order to carry out research 
into these matters and attempt an indepen- 
dent itinerant ministry towards that end. 

His first move in independence was to 
found “Christianity Calling,” which was 


intended as an “ Unofficial Voice of the 
Churches” against the war and to quest 


for a new organic Christian polities. 
In 1942 he founded the “ Pax Christi 


FOR 


ported. 


8d. per word, | wholesale and_ retail. 


peace slogans. 50 1s., 100 tla. 


A : 13s. all post free, 

event; speakers, organisers (and Hall; Brita tote “ite eae at MEETS Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, 
secretary's address)—preferably in| Christopher Hollis, MP: Nationel. Peacg| CHRISTOPHER HOLLIS, MP, on 

that order and style. Council. ‘ “ Britain’, Foreign Policy.” Friday, April 


LITERATURE, &c. 
QUAKERISM. 


p etme td WEIGH HOUSE Church. Doke Street. aan : , 
Mayhew: ain roreign Teac of State. fer |, LONDON: 3 p.m., Dick Sheppard House, | W-l-,(Bond St. Tube), Sunday evenings at Cee TCE MRET ends ours 
Pct ,, er-Secretary of State for A f ''7, The G 1 of P H ocia our 
Foreign Affairs; National Peace Council. dee Strget, W.C-L Ron Saszan follows. oe. -: London. 
Sat.-Sun. April 23.24 FINSBURY PARK: 11 a.m. Open-air 
LONDON: 3B meeting; Stoke Newington Group PPU, PERSONAL 
Nr Seaver Hall, Garlick Hill, ACCOMMODATION 
Cannon St.; Twelfth AGM of the Pence Monday, May 2 MARRIAGE BUREAU. 


ductions arranged privately. 


Terms 
Tel. 


welcomed. 
Herbert Price. 


printing—books, catalogues, 


than the mediocre.. 


Ideal situation on AT NELSON, Lanes.. 


son), a daughter, 


Food Reform jetock Road, N.4. 
all modern 
K. S. Ludlow, The 
(Station: Amber- 

Order, 


1947, No. 


PRImrose 5686. ‘CANnonbury 3862. 


SALE & WANTED 

BAMBOO GARDEN Canes, Chinese im- 
Raffa and Wood Garden Labels. 
Every kind of Cane for Canecraft supplied, 
“Raffa Work & 


ECONOMY LABELS for re-using enve- 
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League "—a new plan for the abolition of 
war through the Christian churches of the 
world. During 1946 he toured USA and 
Canada for the furtherance of the League, 
traveiuing 30,000 miles and addressing 
audiences totalling 160,000. 

From April, 1939, to December, 1948, he 
estimates that he addressed an average of 
1,500 people a week on the Problem of 
Peace—a total of over three quarters of a 
million over the whole period—and all with- 
out the help of the radio. He did preach 
over the BBC before the war, and his 
broadcast sermon in 1938 on the theme of 
“ Pax Christi” was put out twice more by 
the BBC. But since the war his campaign 
has had no assistance from that quarter. 

Dr. Belden was converted to pacifism by 
his reading of Tolstoy and Norman Angell’s 
“Great Illusion,” on which he preached 
from his first pulpit at Banbury in 1910. 

He confesses that on the outbreak of war 
in 1914, his pacifism was briefly shaken. 
“T was young,” he says, “and my heroes 
were Lloyd George and the Free Church 
leaders like Dr. Clifford. When they sup- 
ported the war as an exceptional case—‘ to 
end war’—it was more than my youthful 
vanity could accomplish to say they were 
wrong and I was right.” But within a 
year he discovered that the idealism of the 
war had no chance against the rising tide 
of hatred among the people; and, to use 
his own words, he has been “solidly and 
publicly pacifist since 1915.” 


In 1925, as FoR Vice-Chairman, he pro- 
moted the idea of Denominational Pacifist 
Groups and helped to found the Congrega- 
tional Pacifist Crusade. This was soon 
followed by Baptist, Methodist and Angli- 
can groups. 

In 1927 he was Vice-Chairman of the 
Socialist Christian League, in 1929, Presi- 
dent-of the London Brotherhood Federation, 
and in 1930, he proposed the formation of 
the National Council of Christian Pacifist 
Groups. In 1931 he was among the first 
four to be consulted by Dick Sheppard re- 
garding his Peace Pledge. 

Dr. Belden is also chajrman of the Move- 
ment Towards a Pacifist Church, a Vice- 
President of the University of London 
Students Society and a member of the 
Standing Committee of the University. 
Recently he has been appointed an Hon. 
Fellow and Examiner of the Philosophical 
Society of England. 

Despite these activities, Dr. Belden finds 
time for considerable literary work. For 
15 years he has been a weekly religious 
columnist for the Manchester Evening 
News, and is a regular correspondent and 
contributor to various religious journals in 
America, Canada and Eire. He has pub- 
lished some twenty books on religious sub- 
jects, many of them for children, and his. 
“ Pax Christi” has sold 9,000 copies. 

A man of strong personality, infinite 
faith and enthusiasm for the causes he so 
vigorously champions, few religious leaders 
of. our time have spread so much influence 
and inspired so many people. 

By the energy with which he still con- 
tinues his varied activities we have reason 
to hope that for many years he will con- 
tinue to be one of the most outstanding and 
influential figures of the English pacifist 
movement. 


FOOTNOTE: By a happy coincidence, 
today is Dr. Belden’s 40th wedding anniver- 
sary. We are sure all our readers will join 
with us in wishing Dr. and ‘Mrs. Belden 
prolonged happiness. 
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Feature Letter— 


PEACE 1: 


THE 

HOPE I may be allowed a little 

space to express the hope that, 

under the new editorship, the paper 
may be rather more friendly towards 
the Soviet Union than it has some- 
times been. There have been some 
weeks when I felt I really could not 
hand my copy on to anyone else, be- 
cause the display of anti-Soviet pre- 
judice was such that it quite 
outweighed any good effect from a 
pacifist point of view. 

The first paragraph of the editorial on 
the front page of the April 8 issue of 
Peace News states: 

“Many now acknowledge that the 
chief obstacle to peace is the Soviet con- 
viction that capitalizm is inherently ag- 
gressive, and that the only alternative 
to it is Communism. It was this convic- 
tion that led the Soviet rulers to take 
steps which, by provoking the massive 
rearmament of the West, have only con- 
firmed them in it and. still further 
increased the danger of war.” 

Now I believe that the whole paragraph 
I have quoted is hopelessly wrong-headed. 
I do not believe that the ‘chief obstacle 
to peace” is any “Soviet conviction” at 
all, but rather the aggressive and bellicose 
policy of the United States of America 

Since the end of the Second World War 
there has been armed conflict in many 
parts of the world and many thousands of 
men have been killed in action. There has 
been fighting in Greece, Palestine, North 
Africa, Madagascar, India, Burma, China, 
Malaya, French Indo-China, the Nether- 
lands East Indies, and South America. 
Yet not a single Russian soldier has taken 
part in any of this fighting. 

The Soviet Union has made repeated 
proposals for a general reduction of arma- 
ments, and every one of these proposals 
has been received with an uncouth chorus 
of flouts and jeers by the politicians of the 
Western Powers. Here, for instance, is 
the manner in which Sir Hartley Shaw- 
cross, Attorney-General in the British 
Labour Government, received the Soviet 
proposals made last year: 

“I douht whether a more cynical piece 
of deliberate humbug was ever presented 
to an international assembly or any 


fen Years Ago 


From Peace News, April 21, 1939 


An official 'German source gives the 
following revealing figures of imports of 
pig iron into Germany from the democracies 
during the twelve months ended February, 


1929: , 
Siz months Six months 


March to Sept., 1938, 
Aug., 1938 to Feb., 1939 
From: 
Belgium & 
Luxembourg 82,340 181,754 
France 23,757 204,506 
“UK 2,332 39,208 
58,429 875,463 
(46% of (70% of 
‘ Total) Total) 
Total 125,614 534,281 


* * 
In conection with the King’s visit last 
Friday to the RAF camp at Halton, the 
London Star reported: 

“The chapel of the camp, which is 
built into one of the workshops, was next 
visited and the King was shown the lec- 
tern which was built in the workshops of 
the camp. 

“Tt is shaped like a globe and sur- 
mounted with a Bristol fighter plane. On 
the upper wings of the plane rests the 
Bible.” 


* * * 


Dick Sheppard House, the new head- 
quarters of the Peace Pledge Union, was 
formally opened on Saturday afternoon. 
‘Misa Margaret Sheppard performed the 
opening ceremony, and Laurence Housman 
made a delightful speech from the balcony 
to PPU members gathered in the street 
below. 


VEGETARIANISM 
acs a humane practice demands the consideration of 
all pacifists. 
Write for literature, and recipe booka (Vegeta- 
rianiam for Beginners 1s. 1d.; Vegetnrian Recipes 
Js. 81. post free) from the VEGETARIAN 


SOCIETY (Est. 1847), Bank Square, Wilmslow, Nr. 
Manchester. 


Consultations by «uppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 
. Registered Naturopath 


other. The proposal was completely 


bogus, and if it had been carried out it | 


would have placed Europe wholly at the 

mercy of Russia.”—Daily Telegraph, 

Dec. 18, 1948. 

Marshal Stalin has repeatedly answered 
the various questionnaires put to him by 
representatives of American Press agencies 
with assurances of his desire for peaceful 
relations between East and West. He has 
expressed regret that his health does not 
permit him to undertake a journey to the 
United States, and he invited the American 
President, in the most cordial terms, to 
meet him in Russia, Poland, or Czecho- 
slovakia. We have not heard that the 
health of the American President is such 
as would prevent him making a journey, 
in the interests of peace, comparable to 
those made on more than one occasion by 
his greatly handicapped predecessor. 

Mr. Winston Churchill, in his Fulton 
speech, told the world of the alleged Rus- 


ERBERT BRYAN was for a long 

period an active member of the 
Independent Labour Party, occupied 
a post in the [LP Head Office from 
19u8 to 1920, and was aSsociated 
with Keir Hardie and George 
Lansbury. During the first World 
War he made the City of London 
Branch of the ILP, of which he was 
then secretary, into a vVigOrous_ in- 
strument of peace propaganda. 
From 1921 to 1938 he was the Assis- 
tant Secretary of the Civil Service 
Confederation. He is a Trade 
Unionist of long standing, and 
formerly a TU branch = chairman. 


sian army, millions strong, said to be mass- 
ing in Europe for aggressive purposes. 
He did not state the sources of his infor- 
mation, and certainly neither Mr, Churchili 
nor anyone else can point to any Westward 
march of the Russian armies since the 
end of the Second World War. Some of 
us remember the wholly mythical Russian 
army which millions of people in this 
country firmly believed , marched from 
North to South of Britain in World War I. 

We are continually told of the alleged 
vast acquisitions of territory in Europe 
made by the Soviet Union since the end of 
the Second World War. There have been 
no such acquisitions. The domains of the 
Soviet Union still do not come as far West 
on the map of Europe as did the domains 
of the Czar in 1914, 

According to the New York correspon- 
dent of the Daily Telegraph (April 9, 1949) 
Mr. Churchill, addressing a Press con- 
ference on leaving the USA, said: 

“England would be very, very glad to 
stretch out the right hand of friendship 
to the Russian people, but you cannot get 
near them. It is our dear wish to be 
friends with the Russian people. ... 
Russia must open its borders so that 
people may come in and go out freely as 
in other countries.” 

Now these are excellent sentiments, and 
yet, in the same issue of the Daily Tele- 
graph, I also read: 

“The Trades Union Congress has de- 
clined an invitation to send a delegation 
to the All-Soviet Trade Union Congress, 
which meets in Moscow on April 19.” 
So, while Mr. Churchill’ complains that 

we “cannot get near” the Russian people, 
the British Trades Union Congress refuses 
a friendly invitation to “get near” their 
Russian brothers. 

One more point. May we have a little 
more optimism and a little less pessimism 
in Peace News? There is much excellent 
stuff in “Commentary” by Cyril Hughes, 
in the April 8 issue, but I read with regret 
the sentence, “ When—not if—war comes, 
it. will be no use blaming Russia.” 

Surely we do not believe in the inevita- 
bility of evil to that extent! 

HERBERT BRYAN 
46 Bedford Row, 


W.C.1. 


PAX NOT FACTS 
NDER this heading the Peace 
Pledge Union held a demonstra- 

tion in Trafalgar Square on Sunday, 
April 3. In view of the necessity of 
using loud speakers and advertising 
the demonstration cost not less than 
£40. A collection at the meeting 
raised £17. There must be many 
readers of Peace News who would 
have contributed, if they could have 
been present. 

If you think the demonstration was 
worth while, will you please send me 
a contribution towards the cost. 

MAUD ROWNTREE 
Hon. Treasurer. 

Contributions since April 1: £1 5s. 6d. 

Total for 1949: £40 7s. Gd. 

Rudget for 1949: £300. 

Donations to the fund should be sent 


SOVIET UNION 


/ avoided by the educational system in one 


NPC OXFORD CONFERENCE | 


Pacifists and 
Non-pacifists on 
ways to peace 


Tt was fitting that the 3-day National 
Peace Conference, at St. Hilda’s Col- | 
lege, Oxford, should have included the day 
the Sunday papers told the World— | 
“Army Plans Biggest Manoeuvres Since 
the War.” 
The Rev. Henry Carter, CBE, presided. 
There were some invigorating argu- 
ments. The first arose when medical 
psychologist, Dr. E. Graham Howe, said 
that we must not say to children, * Love 
one another,” for that was interference, 
not influence. 


A psychologist explains | 


He wanted the misused word “ Love » | 
almost abolished. Instead, we must “* Pay | 
Attention ” to one another, for this was 
possible, whereas sometimes the former was 
not possible. For example, he declared | 
that he could not Jore the Russians. 

This was shock number one for some 
members, who expressed the feeling that 
perhaps the reason why the speaker 
could not love the Russians was precisely 
because he had tried to substitute the | 
psychological jargon of “attention” for 
the divine precept of love. 

The second challenge was provided by | 
the headmaster of a Londen school, Mr. | 
G. C. T. Giles, who in a quiet, reasoned | 
talk showed us that our present educational | 
system, by its separation of the people into 
classes, undid the true purpose of educa- 
tion. This disaster, he said, was only 


country—Russia ! 

And so with Russia thrown at us alter- 
natively as the one Black Spot and the 
only Bright Spark, the conference began 
to be really alive. 

Political Realities 

Mrs. Eva Hubback, Principal of Morley | 
College, kept us at ground level by her 
knowledge of those practical difficulties 
which are the realities of the political 
world, and must be treated as such. 

The President of the Royal Institute of 


International Affairs, Mr. Lionel G. Curtis, 
speaking with all his undoubted experience, 
gave a very valuable turn to the discussion, 

Mr. Curtis suggested that if Christ were | 
to return to earth today He would ask | 
that His “kingdom on earth” be estab- 
lished through those principles of freedom 
and justice that are to be found in 
Western Democracy. 


In the balance 


Here a crucial question was asked by the 
Liberal Socialist Party delegate. He ap- 
preciated that Christ might ask the world 
to follow Western Democracy, in which 
case the Russians might abandon their 
totalitarian regime. But supposing that 
after looking at both sides of the Iron 
Curtain, after balancing Siberian Camps 
against the Atom Bomb, Christ said he pre- 


ferred the Soviet Union. Would the 
British Government abandon the Western 
system? 


Here the conference had reached the’ 
crucial difference between wanting peace 
and making peace. Both Olaf Stapledon, 
fresh from his experiences at the Peace 
Conferences of Arts and Scientific Societies 
in USA and in Europe, and Dr. C. Belfield 
Clarke, a coloured member, impressed on 
us the need of humility in our approach 
to these questions of what the teaching of 
Christ implied in these matters. 


The Absolute Essential 


In spite of the absence of declared paci- 
fism from the platform, nevertheless The 
Faith was put forward in the shorter 
speeches and questions from the floor. 
Roger Page deplored the “ separation ” pro- 
cess of education, Gwyneth Anderson  in- 
sisted on more clarity concerning “the 
good” in political methods, and Lady Par- 
moor in a speech that drew loud applause, 
gave her witness of personal renunciation 
of war as the absolute essential of true 


action for peace. 
DON ALWYN. 


WORDS A 
Clear Speech 


Persuasion is power. 


you are choked up with catarrh 
| and the best way is to dissolve 


booklet free. 


GARLISOL REMEDIES - 


| by individuals cannot be justified primarily 
as a means of preventing war” and went 


'who are 


Clear speech makes lucid thought prevail. 
You cannot think creatively nor speak with convincing force if 


Tablets will help you greatly. They contain garlic, a renowned 
remedy with 5,000 years of history behind it, but they leave 
no taint in the breath or person. 


Send 3/l0d. for one weeks’ supply, or send stamps for 20-page 


Sybil Morrison's 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


“ There's yards and yards of wire in 
the house and you’d never Know the 
current was going through it, then all 
of a sudden when it gets to where the 
bulb is, there is a shining light.” 


HIS quotation is from an article 

on electric light sent me this 
week by a PPU member who saw its! 
implications. : 
It explains that the copper wire through! 


which the electricity passes is an easy- 
going sort of wire that says “don’t mind. 


and so the current 


passes through until it come to quite a 
different sort of wire, not lazy and easys 
going, but resisting and fighting. When} 
that resistance meets the current passing} 
through the copper wire the fight is on, and) 
immediately there is a bright shining light 

The article, in fact, deals with the value 
of resistance. That is a subject of vital 
importance to pacifists, and indeed to the 
whole world. 

Last week, Frank Lea wrote in his fare- 
well article that “the renunciation of war 


” 


me, pass right along, 


means ot preventing war, it demands a 
wholly new justification and a wholly new 


on to say that if it “is not primarily a| 
orientation on the part of pacifists.” 


_ Curious that it never occurred to me to 
justify my pacifism on any grounds other 
than the moral ground of refusing what I 
believe to be wrong and resisting it. | 

True, a handful of pacifists may not be 
able to prevent war by refusing to-take 
part in it, but two or three million could, 
and the resistance of the few has the same 
effect as the bit of wire in the electric bulb 
which resists the copper wire and causes a 
light to shine. 

That light makes things clear to others} 
‘e In the darkness, and that is, for! 
most of us, a sufficient justification for our, 
renunciation of war. The pledge to re- 
nounce war is a decision taken individually, 
on moral grounds; the activities of the 
campaign are based entirely on that moral 
decision, because all the great light that 
has shone in the world has come from great 
resisters who have grown from the few into 
the many. 


There are many miles of easy-going 
copper wire in the world; at every point 
where a'‘pacifist resists it, even if it is only 
in conversation with someone who takes 
the conventional view about war and peace,) 
a light will shine; this is our justification; | 
this is our job. 

More than 400 people heard Rhys Davies, 
MP, Laurence Housman and Stuart Morris 
speak at the PPU’s Bristol Campaign j 
Meeting on April 10. | 


The National Council have recommended 
publication of Laurence Housman’s Bristol 
speech under the title “ What Price Salva- 
tion Now?” in addition to the already 
published Central Hall speech, “ The Alter: 
native to War.” 


PPU’s TWELFTH AGM 


TUART MORRIS, General Secretary of | 
the PPU and Michael Tippett will open | 

a discussion at the PPU AGM this week- 

ponen the PPU and its relations with thea 
odies. 


Basis for the discussion will be the state- 
ment issued by the National Council after 
the Daily Worker Peace Conference. 


Other highlights of the AGM, which is 
being held at the Beaver Hall, Garlick Hill, 
Cannon Street, London, will be Vera 
Brittain’s first address as the new National 
Chairman and the discussion of a London’ 
Area motion calling for the training of 
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volunteers in acts of non-violent resistance”! | 


and “the formation of specialised and 
functional groups for the purpose of resist- 
ing war and preparation for war.” 


RE DEEDS — \ 


is Persuasive 


You must get rid of catarrh 
this ailment at its root. Garlisol 


They are deodorised. 


FAIRLIGHT - SUSSEX 
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